
 

 

 

February, 14, 2023 

 

Good Morning Senator Lesser, Representative Gilchrest and members of the Human 

Services Committee.  I would like to express my support for HB 6616 AN ACT 

CONCERNING EXPANSION OF HUSKY HEALTH BENEFITS TO THOSE INELIGIBLE 

DUE TO IMMIGRATION STATUS.  This legislation builds on the expansion of Medicaid 

without regard to immigration status  that have passed in recent years in Connecticut  

and would allow Medicaid coverage up to age 25 for those who would qualify for 

Medicaid but for their immigration status. 

 

Often immigrants are ineligible for Medicaid based on their visa status and 

undocumented immigrants are currently ineligible for Medicaid AND unable to purchase 

health insurance on the exchange.   An estimated 23% of uninsured people in 

Connecticut are immigrants without legal status.1 This lack of access to insurance 

 
1 CT Health Foundation. (2020) “Health Disparities in CT.” Retrieved from: https://www.cthealth.org/wp-

content/uploads/2020/01/Health-disparities-in-Connecticut.pdf   



coverage and the resulting lack of access to care adversely affects not only these 

persons but also our society as a whole.   

 

In fact, Connecticut's  health care system already incurs the costs of this care in 

a manner that has adverse health consequences for the patients and adverse fiscal 

consequences for the state. Hospitals are required to treat emergency medical 

conditions, regardless of an individual’s immigration status. The state pays for this 

through Emergency Medicaid and through government subsidies for uncompensated 

care.  The current system puts an unfair burden on the already struggling  Federally 

Qualified Health Centers which provide care regardless of ability to pay, insurance 

status or immigration status.  

  Restricting patients from accessing health care until their medical conditions are 

advanced leads to more expensive treatments with fewer positive outcomes 

Providing access to Medicaid  for  immigrants up to age 25  living in Connecticut 

would advance  health equity in our state while also being fiscally prudent.    

Thank you for hearing this important bill 

 
 


